
1
© 2012 POETRY SOCIETY & THE AUTHOR/S 

DISTRIBUTION AUTHORISED FOR EDUCATIONAL USE ONLY
POETRYCLASS@POETRYSOCIETY.ORG.UK

KS1
KS2
KS3
KS4
KS5

• group poEMs
• JuXtApositioN
• usiNg NouNs
• usiNg ADJEctiVEs
• souND

kEy stAgE

PoetrYclass: fresh ideas for PoetrY learninG from the PoetrY societY
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At A gLANcEAgE
5–7
7–11
11–14
14–16
16–18

I use this activity to wake up the love and fun of 
language, and the way imagination grows from 
chance meetings of words. With some groups, you 
can talk about the surreal, and that particular thrill 
that comes from some irrational juxtapositions.

getting started

Give out copies of the accompanying sheet. Point out 
the poet’s tip and ask the class to write in the boxes 
for each of the categories: abstract nouns, adjectives 
and nouns for concrete things. 

Then they should cut out the strips so that they have 
three piles of words (placed face down), one for 
each category. Ask them to pick one word at random 
from each pile to form the title of their poem, which 
should take the form ‘The (abstract noun) of the 
(adjective) (noun)’.

inspiring collaboration

You could do this as a whole-class activity, 
dividing the students into three groups, one group 
contributing words for each category. Ask each 
person to think back and remember the word in 

their group that they found the most interesting/
funny/haunting/unexpected/strange – the one that 
sticks in their head, for whatever reason.

randomising titles

The three small groups line up. The first person from 
each comes to the front to meet each other… turns 
and speaks their title to the rest: ‘The (abstract noun) 
of the (adjective) (noun)’. The students then write 
their poems, choosing one as a title. Encourage 
them to share their poems with the class.

Great title randomiser
By pHiLip gross
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Write a word in each box until you have 10 words for each category: abstract nouns (e.g. faith, 
worry), adjectives (e.g. sizzling, slimy) and nouns for concrete things (e.g. alligator, trombone).

Now cut out the strips and put the words face down 
into piles, one for each category. Choose a word at 
random from each pile, until you have a title for your 
poem: ‘The (abstract noun) of the (adjective) (noun)’.

Write your poem!

NAME:

Great title randomiser

abstract nouns:

adjectives:

nouns for concrete thinGs:

1

2

3
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Think about the different sounds 
and feel of words – include some 

that are serious, some jokey, some 
slang, some old-fashioned,  

some short, some long…

Poet’s tiP


